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Announcing the discovery of Neptune

ADAMS, John CouchAn Explanation of the Observed Irregularities in the Motion of Wranu
on the Hypothesis of Disturbances Caused by a More Distant Planet; with a determination of the
mass, orbit, and position of the disturbing bo@yfprint from the Appendix of th&lautical Almanac
for the Year 1851. London: W. Clowes & Sons, 1846. 82ax(236 mm). [3] 81 [1] pp. Original
printed selfwrappers as issued, stitched, pages partially unopened and uncut. Very littte raed
faint offsetting on titlepage. A clean, crisp and completely unsophisticated copy.

AN EXPLANATION

OBSERVED TRREGULARITIES

MOTION OF URANUS,
ON THE HYPOTHESIS OF DISTURBANCES
CAUSED BY A MORE DISTANT PLANET;

WITH A DETERMINATION OF THE MASS, ORBIT, AND POSITION
OF THE DISTURBING BODY.

By J. C. AD

AMS, Esq, M.A.,

(From the Appendiz to the Nautical Almanac for the Year 1851.)

LONDON:
PRINTED BY W. CLOWES & SONS, STAMFORD STREET.

1846

(#002882 € 7,500

Dibner 16; Sparrow 1; Norman 7; Evans 24; DSB |, pf1. 53
Ley,Watchers pp. 40714. EXCEPTIONALLY RARE FIRST
SEPARATE EDITION of the work that announced the discovery
of Neptune and finally confirmed Newton's theory of

gravitation.

Adams began his invegation of Uranus in mid843, and in
1845 sent his calculations and observations to the
Astronomer Royal, George Biddell Airey, who failed to
recognise the importance of the paper. In 1846, Urbain Jean
Joseph Le Verrier published his own research ancheshc

the same conclusion, leading to the immediate identification
of Neptune by J.G. Galle. Only then was Adams' work
published, leading to a bitter dispute over priority (Norman
7).

"In retrospect Adams' many mathematical and astronomical
achievements palen comparison to his analysis of the orbit
Uranus and his prediction of the existence and position of
Neptune at the age of twentfour. Much of his later work

has been superseded, but as thediscoverer of Neptune he
occupies a special, undiminishecpé in the history of
science." (DSB |, p.54).

The first printing of any text of Archimedes

ARCHIMEDES Syracusdm@tragonismus id est circuli quadratura per Campanum
Archimedem Syracusanum atque Boetium mathematicae perspicacissimos adikitetd.by

yantiarcbimedé Syracufanaatgs boctinm ma
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Pomponius Gauricus. Venice: Joannes Baptista Sessa, 28
August 1503. 4to (200 x 153 mm). 32 unnumbered
leaves. Large woodcut on title of Archimedes standing in
the centre of the world, Sessa's cat and mouse device
beneath, another device at entine woodcut initials and
woodcut diagrams in text. Colophon on final leaf verso.
20th century half vellum over marbled boards, new
endpapers, spine lettered in manuscript, edges with
original bluedyeing. Internally partly browrand
dampstained, light spiting, few leaves with small
marginal defects, restored wormhole to upper margin of
first gatherings (few letters of title supplied by hand).
Upper margin generally trimmed close affecting some
headlines with minor loss, title narrow margined at
gutter, final leaffrayed at fore margin. St¥ery good
copy.(#002857%) € 9,500

Adams &70; RobertsTrent, Bibliotheca Mechanicgpp.314
315; Riccardi |, 40; Sander 1574; Essling 1388; Honeyman 130;
Stillwell,Awakening of Sciendg 141; PMM 72 note. RARE
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FIRST EDITION AND THE FIRST PRINTING OF ANY TEXT OF ARCHIMEDES. 'AN EXTREMELY IMPORTANT WO
WHICH OPENED THE ARCHIMEDEAN REVIVAL OF THE 16TH CENTURY" (Bibliotheda tvtepdrasinas

contains bothDe Mensura Circudind De Quadratura Paraboladased on the 13tkcentury translation by

William Moerbeke, together with similar works by Campanus and Boethius. It includes one of the earliest

theoretical calculations on the quadrature of the circle, using Archimedes' early form of integration, anél one o

the earliest calculations of Pi.

The texts were printed from a manuscript now in Madrid (Biblioteca nacional 9119) (see Clagleityedes in
the Middle Ages2, i/ii, 1976, and in particular 3, ii, chap. 4, section ii). The work attributed to Camparthe
guadrature of the circle is an elementary treatise and was first printed in 1495 with BradwarGieesetria
speculativalGW 5002). Gaurico seems to have used this editions and possibly one manuscript for this the
second printing of the text (se@lagett op. cit. 1 (1964) pp. 58D9 for discussion and text).

3 BARKER, Thoma&naccount of the discoveries concerning comets, with the way to find their

orbits, and some improvements in constructing and calculating their places. For which reason are

I here added new tables, fitted to those purposes; particularly
with regard to that Comiewhich is soon expected to return.
London: Printed for J. Whiston and B. White, 1757. 4to (223

AN

W cr o N T

OF THE

Difcoveries -concerning Comets, X 177 mm). [6], 52, [2] pp., including folding engraved
Bl plate. Bound in 20th century cloth, spine titled in black
e SR e B O Sy (little soiling of boards, new endpapers)tidipage

And fome Improvements

browned and somewhat soiled, little chipping to fezdge,
plate with slight loss along a fold, text little browned in

In conftruéting and calculating their Places.

For which Reafon are here added

New TABLES, fitted to thofe Purpofes; outer margins, but otherwise clean and unmarked.
Particalacly with regard to
That COhiET which is foon expeted to return. (#002873' € 800

B e OMa S BARKER, Ot RARE FIRST EDITION. The author's principal work, auntaini

o but how il 4 catalogue of the elements of the comets then known, and an

explanation of Newton's problem of finding a comet's orbit from

three observations. The most valuable (and most original) part is
e the "Table of the Parabola," for ascertaining any orbits wiaieh

Printed for . WitisTox and B. Wiirs, in Flet-Stree approximately parabolic." (Wikisource). The work is quite scarce:

B only two copies have sold at auction since 1975, according to
American Book Prices Current.

Jor XXVL 14. Lo, thefe are a part of bis wa
portion is beard of bim!

Sex. Queett. Nat. Lib. VIL 31 M
i Pujilla

4 BIANCHI, Giovanni Battista [PLANCUS, Jafmemonstris ac monstrosis quibusdam ad
Josephum PuteunVenice: Typis Joannis Baptistae
Pasqualis, 1749. 4to (320 x 2@m). 18 unnumbered
leaves including title, modcut device on title, heagiece, 3
engravel plates by Arimini bound at end. Signatures’ a
d®. Contemporary carta rustica (inner hinges wealgry
minor occasional spotting to final leaves, excised lower
blank portion of tite-leaf resored with new paper, but
generally a crisp and clean copy with wide margins.
ProvenanceGiancarlo Beltrame Library

(#002899 € 850

Wellcome I, p.161. FIRST EDITION. Large paper copy. FIRST
EDITION of this short work on monstrosities mhed under
Bianchi's pseudonym Janus Plancus. Bianchi (1898) was
professor of anatomy in Siena and later physician in Rimini (see
Goldschmid, p.59). The engravings depict Siamese twins of a cow
and a cat and other zoological and botanical deformagio
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From the library of Charles de Seconat Montesquieu's eldest son

5 BOUGUERRierre La Figure de la Terre, Déterminée par les Observations de Messieurs
2dz2dzSNE 3 RS I [/ 2YyRIYAYS® & & LIR2dzNJ 20aSNIBBSNJI I d
de ce Voyage, qui contient la description du Pays dans lequel les Opératiétésfaites Paris:
CharlesAntoine Jombert, 1749. 4to (254 x 188n).[24], cX, [2], 394, [2] pp/Noodcut device on
title, engraved heagbieces, woodcut initials and tgiieces 9
folding engraved plates including one of Peruvian profiles and
another eritled Carte des Triangles de la Meridienne de Quito
errata leaf at end. With the cancel leaves, A4, Y4nd L8.
ContemporaryFrenchmottled calf, spingichlygilt in
compartmentsand with giltlettered red morocco llabemarbled
endpapersred-dyededges (jointof binding partlysplit,
extremities rubbed, corners bumped and scuffed). Brall
stains totitle, occasional very light mainigarginal spotting, but
generally a very clean and crisp copyovenance: JeaBaptiste
de Secondat baron de Bxede (17161796),eldestson of Charles
de Seconat Montesuieu (signature to titlgpage);Giancarlo
Beltrame LibraryA near fine copy with interesting provenance.
(#002900 € 1,700

Norman 285; Sabin 6876; DSB II, p.343. FIRST EDITION of the most
important work to issue from the Peruvian expedition of 1713514,
undertaken by the French Academie Royale des Sciences with the goal
of measuring an arc of the meridian near the equator, resulting in the
determination of the shape of the earth as an dklapheroid. Bouguer
quarrelled with his fellow scientists on the expedition, La Condamine
and Godin, and thus published his own report separately. "Bouguer's
work on the expedition. . . was of high quality. Apart from the main
geodetic program, he did amstonishing amount of other scientific work, measuring the dilatation of various
solids by making use of the large range of temperatures found in the Cordillera, investigating the phenomena
of atmospheric refraction and the measurement of heights with tlaeometer, devising a new type of ship's

log, and undertaking a number of other researches, despite the very difficult physical conditions under which
the geodetic measurements had to be carried out" (DSB).

6 BURGGRAEVE, Adolphes appareils ouatés ou Nouvelle systeme de délégation pour les

fractures, les entorses, les luxations,destusions, les arthropathies, etc. Avec des planches gravees
d'apres nature sur des epreuves photographiees par le Dr.
BurggraeveBrussels: A. Labroue et Compagnie, 1857.
Large folio (534 x 350 mm). [4], 83 [1],viii p., including-half
title, lithographedfrontispiece portrait of the author, and
20 plates on chine collé on velin after photographic prints
made by Florimond Van Loo and protected by tissue paper.
Bound in fine 20th century calf, boards and spine ruled in
black, spine with 6 raised bands artl gttering, marbled
endpapers. Light waterstaining to top blank margin of first
20 and top corner of final 18 leaves, brown spot at blank
fore-margin of several leaves, short tear in page 75/76,
some scattered foxing mainly to tissue paper; some plates
misbound. Provenance: Copy number "25" signed in pen by
the author.(#002878 € 5,000

EXCEPTIONALLY RARE FIRST AND ONLY EDITION of Burggraeve's
monumental work on medical bandages and splints, printed on

heavy paper and published in a small number ungiEtronage of

Leopold I, King of Belgium. The list of subscribers contains 87
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