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One of the First Statistical Works of its Kind 

1 DEPARCIEUX, Antoine.  9ǎǎŀƛ ǎǳǊ ƭŜǎ tǊƻōŀōƛƭƛǘŞǎ ŘŜ ƭŀ 5ǳǊŞŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ ±ƛŜ IǳƳŀƛƴŜΤ ŘΩƻǴ ƭΩƻƴ 
ŘŞŘǳƛǘ ƭŀ ƳŀƴƛŜǊŜ ŘŜ ŘŞǘŜǊƳƛƴŜǊ ƭŜǎ wŜƴǘŜǎ ǾƛŀƎŜǊŜǎΣ ǘŀƴǘ ǎƛƳǇƭŜǎ ǉǳΩŜƴ ¢ƻƴǘƛƴŜǎΥ tǊŞŎŞŘŞ ŘΩǳƴŜ 

ŎƻǳǊǘŜ 9ȄǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǳǊ ƭŜǎ wŜƴǘŜǎ Ł ǘŜǊƳŜΣ ƻǳ !ƴƴǳƛǘŞǎΧ Paris: 
Guerin Bros., 1746. Finely engraved arms in vignette at head 
of dedication. 22 Tables in the text. vi, [2], 132, [32], i-xxii, [1] 
pp. [bound with]: IDEM. !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ŀ ƭΩ9ǎǎŀƛ ǎǳǊ ƭŜǎ tǊƻōŀōƛƭƛǘŞǎ 
ŘŜ ƭŀ 5ǳǊŞŜ ŘŜ ƭŀ ±ƛŜ ƘǳƳŀƛƴŜΧŀǾŜŎ ǉǳŜƭǉǳŜǎ Listes ou Ordres 
de mortalité du genre humaine. Paris: H.L. Guerin & L.F. 
Delatour, 1760. [5], 5-32 pp., 1 folding table. [bound with]: 
(τ). [Drop-title]: hōƧŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦŀƛǘŜǎ Ł aΦ 5ŜǇŀǊŎŜƛǳȄΧǎǳǊ ǎƻƴ 
Livre des Probabilités de la durée de la vie humaine; avec les 
réponses à ces objections. 16 pp. Large 4to. [Paris: 1746]. 
Large 4to (258 x 192 mm), contemporary mottled calf, spine 
nicely gilt, red morocco lettering piece to spine, marbled 
endpapers, red edges (top cover hinge cracked but tight, 
corners bumped). Interior bright, clean and unfoxed, first and 
last blanks present. A beautiful, wide margined copy in fine 
condition, the prinicipal work printed on strong paper. 
(#001646)       ϵ 3,000 

Coquelin et Guillaumin, I, p. 550 ; Einaudi, 1529 ; Garrison-Morton, 1691.1, Smith, History of Mathematics, II, p. 
530; D.S.B., IV, pp. 38-39. - First editions, complete with the exceedingly rare Addition published fourteen years 
later, and very pretty copies of this notable works in the history of statistics bound together. Deparcieux (1703-
68), was a maker of sundials at Paris and the author of several other interesting mathematical works. ά!ŦǘŜǊ 
long investigations of tontines, individual families, and religious communities, Deparcieux published his results 
in the famous Essai sur les ǇǊƻōŀōƭƛǘŞǎΧΣ one of the first statistical works of its kind. It consists of treatises on 
annuities, mortality, and life annuities. Deparcieux showed a real progress in his theoretical explanation of the 
properties of the tables of mortality. His tables were for a long time the only ones on life expectancies in 
France,-ά5ŜǇŀǊŎƛŜǳȄ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ƭƛŦŜ ǘŀōƭŜǎΦέ {ƳƛǘƘΣ History of Mathematics, II, p. 530. 

 

In prize binding of the Académie de Paris 

2 GAUSS, Carl Friedrich.  Recherches arithmétiques. Paris: Courcier, 1807. 4to (255 x 195 mm). 
xx, [2], 502 pp., including half-title and errata leaf. Contemporary prize binding in green calf, spine 
lettered in gilt, boards and spine with embossed decoration and gilt ruling, each board with a central 

gilt vignette of the Academy of Paris lettered "Prix du concours 
général", and gilt-decorated edges and turn-ins, marbled 
endpapers, all edges gilt (rebacked with the original spine laid-
down, little rubbing to boards and extremities, boards slightly 
stained and sun faded towards spine). Little browning and 
scattered foxing of text (half-title, title, preliminaries and final 
few leaves somewhat stronger), but otherwise quite crisp and 
clean. A few manuscript corrections in text. A very good, wide-
margined copy. (#003096)             ϵ 2,200 

FIRST FRENCH EDITION, and the first in a modern language, of the 
work which revolutionised number theory, and established Gauss as a 
mathematical genius. First published in Latin under the title 
Disquisitiones arithmeticae in Leipzig, 1801, this edition is dedicated 
to giant French mathematician Pierre Simon de Laplace. The 
translation was done by Antoine Charles Marcelin Poullet-Delisle 
(1778-1849), professor of mathematics at the Lyceum of Orleans. 
Gauss, the son of a bricklayer, had actually discovered the theory of 

quadratic reciprocity, which both Euler and Legendre had failed to prove, at no more than 18 years of age. He 
also described the discovery of a method of inscribing in a circle a regular polygon of seventeen sides - the first 

https://www.milestone-books.de/pages/books/101646/antoine-deparcieux/essai-sur-les-probabilites-de-la-duree-de-la-vie-humaine
https://www.milestone-books.de/pages/books/003096/carl-friedrich-gauss/recherches-arithmetiques

