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The most famous medical textbook ever written 

1 AVICENNA (IBN SINA /            )  
[Canon medicinae]. Liber Canonis primus quem princeps aboali abinsceni de medicina edidit. 
tra[n]slatus a magistro Gerardo cremonensi in toleto ab arabico in latinu[m]. Uerba aboali abinsceni. 
Liber 1-5, lat. von Gerardus Cremonensis Daran: De viribus cordis (al-adwija al-qalbijja), Latin von 
Arnoldus de Villa Nova. Venice: Bonetus Locatellus, for Octavianus Scotus, March 24, 1490. Chancery 
4to (228 x 177 mm). 442 unnumbered leaves including initial blank a1. Signatures: a-p8 q10 t-z8 [et]8 
[con]8 [rum]8 A-N8 O-P6 Q-Z8 aa-bb8 cc10 dd-gg8 hh10 (a1 blank). Text in double columns, 60 lines, types 
2:130G, 3:62G, 4:92G. Title from incipit of Book 1. Colophon reads: Regis aboali hassem filii hali 
abinsceni liber tot[ius] finitus est vna cum tractatu de viribus cordis translato ab Arnaldo de vilanoua. 
Impressus [et] diligentissime correctus ma[n]dato et impensis nobilis viri Octauiani Scoti ciuis 
modoetiensis. Uenetiis. Anno salutis. M. CCCCXC. die. 24. Martij. Contains Avicenna's De viribus cordis 
(leaves 2g5v-2h4r), translated by Arnaldus de Villanova. Incipit reads: Libellus Auicen[n]e de virib[us] 
cordis translat[us] ab Arnaldo de villa noua barchinone feliciter i[n]cipit. Rubricated throughout with 3- 
to 6-line capitals opening paragraphs painted in red or blue, mostly alternating, 7-line capitals opening 
books and 4-line capitals opening chapters interlaced in red and blue, paragraph marks in red or blue, 
yellow strokes to sentence initials. Original French Renaissance binding (about 1550), calf over thick 
boards, spine with 5 raised bands, blind ruling to boards and spine, gilt single stamps (pine cone) to 
spine compartments, boards with large central gilt arabesque and fleur-de-lis stamp in each corner 
(spine ends and corners repaired, boards rubbed, soiled and with old burn spots, extremities worn). 
Text with very little even browning throughout, faint damp-staining to margins of first and final few 
pages, occasional minor spotting and soiling, ink annotations in contemporary hands throughout, a 
few pages extensively and narrow-spaced, upper margin trimmed closely towards end of book with 
headline slightly shaved on 4 pages, 3 leaves (dd3-5) with larger brown-stain, portion of torn 
publisher's device above colophon on final leaf restored. Provenance: Monsieur Domille (inscription 
on first flyleaf), medical doctor and politician Jean-Claude Lemoine, Tessy-sur-Vire, Manche (ink stamp 
on second flyleaf), extensive comments in French in three different hands on first flyleaf.  
(#003254)                              ϵ нтрΣл00 

Exceptional copy of the Canon, rarely ever found with the entire text of all five books present and complete 
as here. William Osler described the Canon as "the most famous medical textbook ever written," noting that it 
remained "a medical bible for a longer time than any other work." (Osler, p. 71). It "stands for the epitome of all 
precedent development, the final codification of all Graeco-Arabic medicine" (Max Neuburger, p. 368). 

The earliest (dated) printed edition of the Latin Canon appeared in 1472, but only covering book 3. Whereas 
several incunabula copies of the Canon are recorded in public libraries around the world - 48 of the editio 
princeps (Strasburg, before 1473) and 35 copies of the Scotus 1490 edition with 8 located in the US - they are 
exceptionally rare in the trade with only a handful recorded at auction in the past 50+ years and no complete 
copy of the Scotus edition traced at all. The most common on the market is the Hebrew edition published in 
Naples in 1491 and the Lyon edition of 1498 (with 90 copies in public libraries). GW lists 15 editions printed 
before 1501 alone with 12 copies in US libraries. 

Ibn Sina (c.980-1037), also known in the Western world as Avicenna, was an Arabian philosopher, physician, poet, 
courtier and politician. He had "perhaps a wider influence in the eastern and western hemispheres than any 
other Islamic thinker. He lived mainly in Persia but wrote mostly in Arabic, though a few of his works were written 
in Persian. He is reputed to have produced more than one hundred and sixty books, most of which are now lost. 
At the age of sixteen he read medicine - 'not one of the difficult sciences', he said - and became physician to the 
Emir of Bokhara, where he had access to a great library and continued his studies in philosophy and other 
branches of learning. The Canon, written in Arabic and here translated into Latin by Gerardus of Cremona, is a 
compendium of Greek and Muslim medical knowledge of Avicenna's time, coordinating the teachings of Galen, 
Hippocrates and Aristotle. It superseded all previous works - even the great medical encyclopaedia of Rhazes - 
and in its Latin translation became the authoritative book in all universities. It was still being printed in the 
seventeenth century, though by that time its influence had been superseded by Galen and then by the new 
medical school represented by Sydenham and others. It is, however, still in use in parts of the Arab world today. 
The last book, containing his own records of cases, is lost, but the Canon still contains many original observations. 
Avicenna recognized the distribution of diseases by water and soil. He describes many nervous ailments, skin 
diseases, etc. In the section Materia Medica he records seven hundred and sixty drugs and, for the first time, the 
preparation and properties of alcohol. By treating surgery as a separate and inferior part of medicine, he was 

https://www.milestone-books.de/pages/books/003254/avicenna-al-husayn-ibn-abd-allah-ibn-sina/canon-medicinae-liber-canonis-primus-quem-princeps-aboali-abinsceni-de-medicina-edidit-tra-n
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unfortunately responsible for a setback in the development of this department of medical science. Avicenna's 
philosophical works, attempting a reconciliation of Plato, Aristotle and oriental thought and religion, became one 
of the fundamental sources for scholasticism and probably influenced such thinkers as Aquinas, Duns Scotus and 
Roger Bacon. His work on psychiatry and psychology derived from Aristotle and acquired a wide following. Body 
and soul were conceived as separate entities; the soul emanates from God, enters the body after generation and 
is immortal. This conception is similar to that of St Augustine and leads directly to the cogito, ergo sum of 
Descartes. Avicenna wrote on mathematics (translating Euclid), optics and physics. His work on the 'origin of 
mountains' is a remarkable early survey of geology and the main source for the thirteenth-century 
encyclopaedists. His opposition to alchemy was a unique phenomenon for his time. The Canon was translated 
into Hebrew (1491), the first Arabic printing appeared in 1593, and there were many editions of, and 
commentaries on, the Latin translation by Gerardus of Cremona (1114-87). Through these printings Avicenna's 
work transmitted to the West the ideas of the great Greek writers and also introduced ideas of his own which in 
some respects superseded them." (PMM 11). 

References: Dibner 120 (this edition), PMM 11 and Horblit 7 (for 1st edition); Klebs 131.11; ISTC ia01424000; 
BMC V 438; Heirs of Hippocrates 67 (for 1498 edition); William Osler, The Evolution of Modern Medicine, 
Kessinger Publ. 2004; Max Neuburger, History of medicine, translated by Ernest Playfair. London, 1910. Vol. I). 
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"Of Singular Rarity" 

2 BOREL, Pierre. Historiarum, et Observationum Medicophysicarum, Centuria prima [...-
secunda]. In qua, non solum, multa utilia, sed & rara, stupena ac inaudita continentur. Castris [i.e., 
Castres]: Apud Arnaldum Colomerium, 1653. Two parts in one volume. 12mo (148 x 88 mm). [24], 240 
pp. Small woodcut device on titles, separate title-page to second part, woodcut illustration of a 
siamese twin on p.180, woodcut initials and headlines, errata on final page. Bound in contemporary 
plain vellum (soiled and spotted, no endpapers bound in). Old ownership signature torn off from first 
title and backed with paper, affecting a few words verso, text little evenly browned and with some 
faint dampstaining, a few ink corrections in text. Provenance: Francisci Courbièr, inscribed on à12r "ex-
libris Francisci Courbièr Virellensis doctoris medici parisiensis 1701." A very good copy in untouched 
original binding. (#003357)                      ϵ нуΣл00 

D.S.B., II, pp. 305-06; Singer, Notes on the Early History of Microscopy, p. 273 ("Our authority for the existence of 
this edition, which we have not seen, is Hoefer's "Nouvelle Biographie Universelle"); Garrison-Morton 260; 
NLM/Krivatsy 1570; Wellcome II, p. 204 (2nd edition only); Norman 269 (2nd edition only); Honeyman 395 (2nd 

edition only); Jonathan Hill Cat. 191, no. 24. FIRST EDITION, AND ONE 
OF THE GREATEST RARITIES IN THE HISTORY OF MEDICINE AND 
MICROSCOPY. "As a testament to the book's rarity, it should be noted 
that Haskell Norman was never able to acquire a copy, settling only 
for the second edition of 1656 . . . The learned dealer Ernst Weil, in his 
Cat. 16 described a copy of the present book and wrote 'a most 
important work, and of singular rarity.'" (Jonathan Hill). We weren't 
able to trace any copy in auction records. Jonathan Hill's copy (in 18th 
century binding and with some headlines slightly shaved) was listed 
for $45.000. 

In the first work to apply microscopy to medicine "Borel probably saw 
the blood corpuscles and Sarcoptes scabiei." (Garrison-Morton). The 
use of the microscope in medicine revealed another world for 
physicians and scientists. There are also a number of dental and 
ophthalmological observations. Borel (1620-1671), was born at 
Castres, studied medicine at Montpellier, and began his practice at 
Castres in 1641. In 1653 he went to Paris and about 1654 was 
appointed physician to the king. During his whole life he ardently 
pursued the study of natural 
history, chemistry, optics, 
astronomy, antiquities, 
philology, and bibliography. 
Among his other works are the 

first bibliography of chemistry (1654) and the first history of the telescope 
(1655). Besides practicing medicine, Borel collected rarities, plants, 
antiquities, and minerals from the town itself and countryside 
surrounding Castres." 

Probably, the first practical physician who used a microscope in the course 
of his profession was Pierre Borel (1620-71). This versatile and gifted man, 
the son of a mathematician, -struggled through youthful poverty and 
adversity to a very prominent position in the intellectual life of France. 
Borel himself acquired considerable grasp of mathematical principles and 
was an ardent follower of Descartes. He was certainly in possession of a 
microscope and understood its uses before 1649. His 'Historiarum et 
Observationum Medico-Physicarum' of 1653 is, we believe, the first 
medical work involving the use of the microscope, and the following 
quotation from it suggests that he had already, at that early date, 
obtained a view of the blood corpuscles. "On Whale-shaped Insects in 
Human Blood (Century III, Observation 4). - Animals of the shape of 
whales or dolphins swim in the human blood as in a red ocean. . . . These 
creatures, it may be supposed (since they themselves lack feet) were 
formed for the bodily use of the more perfect animals within which they 
are themselves contained, and that they should consume the depraved 

https://www.milestone-books.de/pages/books/003357/pierre-borel/historiarum-et-observationum-medicophysicarum-centuria-prima-secunda-in-qua-non-solum-multa
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elements of the blood. If you would like to see these, take a sheep or ox liver, cut it into small portions and place 
it in water, teasing and separating it with your hands, and you will see many such animals escaping from them, 
nor will they be destitute of movement if the liver is fresh. They lurk in the large veins, and I think that they are 
those worms which are found in the stomach, being transformed when they change their position ... Again in a 
later observation he gives us a glimpse of tissue structure. "The heart, kidneys, testicles, liver, lungs, and other 
parenchymatous organs," he says, "you will find to be full of little structures (organula) and they are like sieves 
by means of which Nature arranges the various substances according to the shape of the holes. Passage is thus 
given only to atoms of a certain shape." And lastly he prophesies the medical application of his instrument. 
"These microscopes," he writes, "may be used in new matters in the observation of the sick, e.g. to observe 
change of colour or the generation of insects."" (Singer, p.272). 

 

3 BOREL, Pierre. Historiarum et observationum medicophysicarum centuriae IV. Quibus ipse 
quidem subjunxit Isaaci Cattieri . . . observationes medicinales rara; secum communicatas, Renatique 
Cartesii vitam a se perscriptam; nunc autem aliunde ob argumenti similitudinem accedunt Joh. Rhodii 
observationes, Arnoldi Bootii de affectibus omissis Tractatus [et] Petri Matthaei Rossii Consultationes 
[et] observationes selectae. Frankfurt & Leipzig: Laur. Sigismund. Cörnerum, 1676. 8vo (162 x 95 mm). 
6 parts in one volume. [16], 352, [30]; 86; 55 [3]; [32], 178, [30]; 40; [16], 167, [9] pp., general title 
printed in red and black, separate part-titles, woodcut initials, head- and tailpieces, engraved and 
woodcut text illustrations, including blank Mm4, lacking the frontispiece portrait. Bound in 
contemporary vellum, hand-lettered spine, mottled edges, marbled endpapers (front board with 
patches of missing vellum, spotting and browning). Text little evenly browned, occasional minor 
spotting, pencil markings to blank margins in places. Provenance: E. Balaran, Toulouse (bookseller's 
sticker to front pastedown). (#003358)                         ϵ рр0 

D.S.B., II, pp. 305-06; Garrison-Morton 260 (2nd ed.); NLM/Krivatsy 1574; Wellcome II, p. 204 (2nd ed.); Norman 
269 (2nd ed.); Honeyman 395 (2nd ed.). SECOND FRANKFURT EDITION of the first work to apply microscopy to 
medicine. This edition also contains a work by the French physician Isaac Cattier, entitled observationes medicae 
rariores (first publisƘŜŘ мсроύΣ .ƻǊŜƭΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ 5ŜǎŎŀǊǘŜǎΣ WƻƘŀƴƴ wƘƻŘŜϥǎ observationes, Arnold Boate's De 
affectibus omissis Tractatus, and Petrus Matthaeus Rossius' Consultationes & observationes selectae. "Borel 
probably saw the blood corpuscles and Sarcoptes scabiei." (Garrison-Morton). The use of the microscope in 
medicine revealed another world for physicians and scientists. There are also a number of dental and 
ophthalmological observations. Borel (1620-1671), was born at Castres, studied medicine at Montpellier, and 
began his practice at Castres in 1641. In 1653 he went to Paris and about 1654 was appointed physician to the 
king. During his whole life he ardently pursued the study of natural history, chemistry, optics, astronomy, 
antiquities, philology, and bibliography. Among his other works are the first bibliography of chemistry (1654) and 
the first history of the telescope (1655). Besides practicing medicine, Borel collected rarities, plants, antiquities, 
and minerals from the town itself and countryside surrounding Castres. 

  

https://www.milestone-books.de/pages/books/003358/pierre-borel/historiarum-et-observationum-medicophysicarum-centuriae-iv-quibus-ipse-quidem-subjunxit
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4 CELSUS, Aurelius Cornelius. De re medica libri octo. Acessere in primum eiusdem, Hieremiae 
Thriveri Brachelii commentarij doctissimi: In reliquos verò septem, Balduini Ronssei Gandensis, Reipub. 
Goudanae medici enarrationes. Leiden: Ex officina Plantiniana apud Fr. Raphalengium, 1592. 4to (213 
x 155 mm). [24], 752, [16] pp. Title with woodcut printer's device, woodcut initials, 3 large woodcut 
illustrations in text, general index and errata at end. Bound in contemporary limp vellum, spine with 
paper label lettered in manuscript, original endpapers (vellum browned and dust-soiled, original ties 
gone). Uneven browning of pages, smaller worm track to inner gutter of a few leaves, long clean tear 
at lower margin of leaf KK3, occasional minor spotting, numerous light text markings in pencil to first 

half. A very good copy in untouched original binding. 
(#003308)                      ϵ мп00 

Adams C-1249; Wellcome I, 1405; NLM/Durling 921; Waller 
1851; Garrison-Morton 20 (for 1st ed.)  -"The De Medicina is the 
oldest medical document after the Hippocratic writings. Written 
about AD 30 it remains the greatest medical treatise from ancient 
Rome and the first Western history of medicine. Celsus's superb 
literary style won him the title of Cicero medicorum. De medicina 
deals with diseases treated by diet and regimen and with those 
amenable to drugs and surgery. The manuscript... was lost during 
the Middle Ages and re-discovered in Milan in 1443." (Garrison-
Morton, 20). Celsus' work has gone through many editions, 
translations, expansions, and adaptations since its first 
appearance in print in Florence in 1478. This is the first Plantin 
edition of De re Medica with the commentary of Thriverius or 
Jeremias De Drijvere, professor of anatomy at the University of 
Louvain and one of the most productive medical authors in the 
Low Countries. The last two books with the commentary by one 
of his students, Boudewijn Ronsse, who became a doctor in 
Gouda. 

 

The first systematic treatise on pathology 

5 FERNEL, Jean Francoise. Medicina. Ad Henricum II Galliarum Lutetiae. Paris: Andreas Wechel, 
1554. Folio (328 x 222 mm), [12], 248 (i.e., 250); [14], 238, [18]; 90, [10] pp. Signatures: *6 a-v6 x-z4, A-
T6 V4 X6 Y4 Aa-Gg6 Hh-Ii4, k signed "lz"; mispaginations in text. Woodcut printer's device on title and 

final leaf verso, woodcut portrait of Fernel on *3v, 
numerous woodcut initials and head-pieces. Bound in 
contemporary full vellum over thin boards, spine hand-
lettered in ink (vellum soiled and spotted, spine ends 
slightly frayed, board fore-edges partially split with 
cardboard showing, front-pastedown coming off). Text 
generally quite crisp and clean, clean tear at lower blank 
margin of title-leaf with old paper repair, short tear to 
lower gutter of first 4 leaves, a few pages with pale 
dampstaining, occasional minor spotting, ink- and finger-
soiling, ink annotations in contemporary Greek and Latin 
hands, some ink scribblings in places, tiny rust hole in leaf 
p6 not affecting text, final leaf verso soiled. Provenance: 
Charles-Gabriel Lemerchier, M.D. (bookplate to front 
pastedown); De Rabucourt (signature dated 1762 on title). 
A handsome copy in untouched binding.  
(#003392)                     ϵ т500 

Norman 785; Sherrington 48 G1; Adams F-248; NLM/Durling 
1459; Wellcome I, 2195; Garrison-M. 2271; Waller 2993; PMM 
68 (note). - RARE FIRST EDITION OF THE FIRST SYSTEMATIC 
TREATISE ON PATHOLOGY, a cornerstone of French Renaissance 

https://www.milestone-books.de/pages/books/003308/aurelius-cornelius-celsus/de-re-medica-libri-octo-acessere-in-primum-eiusdem-hieremiae-thriveri-brachelii-commentarij
https://www.milestone-books.de/pages/books/003392/jean-francoise-fernel/medicina-ad-henricum-ii-galliarum-lutetiae

